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Last yearôs reunion featured speaker Michelle Tucker Chubenko, who presented Stay 

Connected: What's New in Genealogy?  Michelle reviewed many of the latest 

tools available to assist one in their genealogical pursuits.  Her presentation touched on the 

following: 

Michelle Chubenko, demonstrating how 
to use the FlipPal Mobile Scanner. 

Website Updates 
www.apgarfamily.org 

Although I have resigned as 

Trustee and Technology Coordi-

nator, I will continue to host the 

Apgar Family Association website.  

To make the site easier to main-

tain, I recently eliminated the need 

for user accounts and logins. 

I have also made updates to the 

Virtual Museum so that photo al-

bums display properly. 

The following content has been 

added.  You should check it out 

when you get a chance. 

§ Newsletters for 2013ð2016 

§ Reunion Photos from 2003, 

2004, 2006, 2015 and 2016 

§ Reunion Ledgers from 

1923ð1947 

 

Mary Carpenter, Webmaster 

technology@apgarfamily.org 
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submitted by Mary 
Carpenter 

 
Prior to the business 

meeting, the group 

participated in a word 

search game.  Win-

ners of the Silent Auc-

tion and prizes were 

also announced.  See 

photos on pages 10 and 11 for winners. 

President Karen Prince-Steinberg 

called the business meeting to order at 

3:12 PM. 

Report of the Officers  

President: Karen Prince-Steinberg 

announced that Mary Riley has decided 

to step down as vice president.  Also, 

Lois has resigned as a trustee due to 

health issues.  

Corresponding Secretary: Since 

this position is currently vacant, Karen 

Prince-Steinberg had planned on send-

ing out thank you notes for members 

that made donations beyond the annual 

dues but did not get around to it.  On 

behalf of the Association, she expressed 

our appreciation. 

Recording Secretary: Mary Car-

penter made a motion to approve the 

minutes from last yearôs meeting, which 

were printed in the Associationôs 2016 

newsletter.  Motion was seconded by 

Jim Pickle and approved by all. 

Treasurer: David Rich provided the 

Associationôs financial report for the peri-

od of 9/1/2015 to 

8/31/2016. 

The beginning 

bank balance was 

$8,431.68.  We had 

receipts of $3,574.00 

from membership 

dues, donations, 

2015 reunion lunch 

deposits, store and 

raffle ticket sales.  

There were dis-

bursements totaling $2971.91 for the 

newsletter and reunion expenses, in-

cluding lunch, guest speaker and sup-

plies.  

This gave us an ending balance of 

$9,033.77.  The current value of the 

C.D., effective 3/2/2016, is $8,103.17 

and it will mature on 12/2/2016.  Total 

assets for the Apgar Family Association 

as of 8/31/2015 was $17,163.94  

Historian: In Judy Beckôs absence, 

Karen Prince-Steinberg requested that in 

addition to letting Judy know of births, 

marriages and deaths, that members 

also let her know of achievements such 

as attaining a graduate degree and start-

ing a business. 

Report of Chairs  

Membership Chair: 

Debbie Apgar re-

ported that there 

were 166 paid mem-

bers and that we 

had approximately 

55 people in attend-

ance at the reunion.  

Newsletter: In Hank 

Apgarôs absence, 

Karen Prince-

Steinberg noted that Hank has stepped 

down as the newsletter editor and that a 

new one is needed. 

Technology Coordinator: Mary 

Carpenter reported that she needs help 

with maintaining the web-site.  She 

asked the attendees to talk to anyone 

they know that might want to learn to 

see if they are interested.  Their location 

does not matter since Mary is willing to 

coach someone over the phone; some-

thing she is quite comfortable with.  

None of the other Committee Chairs 

or Trustees were present at the meeting. 

Old Business  

Karen Prince-Steinberg reported 

that she and Mike Apgar were still work-

ing on getting the gravestones placed.  A 

letter had been sent to Mrs. Mills but 

there was no response.  They are figur-

ing out what their next step should be. 

Karen Prince-Steinberg has sent in 

a new application for Virginia Apgar to 

be nominated to the New Jersey Hall of 

Fame.  She is in touch with a woman 

that is writing a biography of Virginia and 

is hoping that this might help our efforts.  

New Business  

Since there are many volunteer posi-

tions open, Wayne Apgar made a mo-

tion to put something on his Apgar Face-

book page requesting volunteers.  Mary 

Carpenter seconded the motion. 

A suggestion was made from the 

floor to have another event during the 

year like a picnic, which would appeal to 

the younger generation, to get them 

more involved in the Association.  This is 

something that will need to be discussed 

further by the Trustees. 

Karen Prince-Steinberg made a 

motion to adjourn 

the meeting, 

which was se-

conded from the 

floor.  The meet-

ing was ad-

journed at 3:40 

PM. 

September 17, 2016 Apgar Family Association Business Meeting Minutes 

A few of the Trus-
tees and Officers 
present at 2015 
Reunion; From L 
to R: Hank Apgar, 
David Rich, Mary 
Carpenter, Karen 
Prince-Steinberg, 
Robert Apgar.  
See page 16 for 
the full list of 2017 
trustees and of-
ficers. 
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Volunteers Urgently Needed ! ! ! 

2017 was a difficult year for most of the Associationôs 

Trustees.  Although several attempts were made to have a 

Trustee Meeting via teleconference in the fall of 2016, we did 

not have enough participants for a quorum. 

As a result, most officer positions and committees were 

vacant for the 2016-2017 year. 

With all of the technology available to us, not living in the 

New Jersey area is no longer a barrier to participation.  The 

Association by-laws provide guidelines on trustees, officers 

and committees: 

¶ Board of Trustees with no less 5 and no more than 11 

members.  The term of each trustee is 3 years, unless a 

new trustee is brought on to finish the term of a trustee 

who has resigned. 

¶ Officers to include President, Recording Secretary, Cor-

responding Secretary, Treasurer, Historian and one or 

more Vice Presidents.  Additional officers may be desig-

nated by the Board of Trustees and one person may hold 

two or more offices. 

¶ The Board of Trustees determines what committees are 

needed each year.  Per the by-laws, the following com-

mittees should be established with 3 to 7 members: 

¶ Nominating Committee: recommend Association 

members to the Board for election as trustees. 

¶ Genealogy Committee, including the Historian: act 

to preserve Apgar family artifacts, documents, rec-

ords and items of interest, and to discover, record, 

update and publish the Apgar family genealogy. 

¶ Reunion Committee: hold an annual Apgar family 

reunion. 

¶ Newsletter Committee: publish and circulate an Ap-

gar family newsletter or bulletin on a regular basis. 

With Lois Pfeffer's resignation just prior to the 2016 Reun-

ion and my resignation this past October, there are two Trus-

tee positions open. 

Newsletter Chair Still Needed 

The Apgar Family Association is still in search of a Chair for the Newsletter Commit-

tee.   

In the past year, several members have volunteered to serve on the committee and 

assist with the proofreading and editing of submitted articles.  Thanks go out to Joe Fabi-

an, William Apgar, Nancy Morera and Peggy Huff; the Board appreciates your willing-

ness to lend a hand. 

And while former Trustee and Technology Coordinator Mary Carpenter agreed to 

step in and prepare the final layout of this 2017 newsletter, with her resignation someone 

will be needed in the future.   

Finally, there is a need for someone manage the process and the responsibilities are: 

¶ Procurement of the articles from Trustees, Officers or members, including setting deadlines and following up 

with authors as needed. 

¶ Coordination of editing, proof-reading and layout work. 

The only requirements are: 

¶ An interest in story telling and providing the members an annual view into the workings of the association. 

¶ Basic proficiency in computer word processing. 

 

Contact Trustee Henry Apgar Jr. for more information. 

A Note about our Officers, Trustees and Committees by Mary Carpenter 

If you are interested in filling either of these two open positions,  

contact any of the remaining Trustees. 
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As the internet expands, more and more docu-

ments are being digitized for on-line viewing. Historical 

newspapers have become a fantastic tool for genealo-

gy as well as history research and many of them are 

free. Old newspapers have articles and stories about 

our families and how these individuals related to the 

community. Newspapers provide day to day accounts 

of a particular period in time and supply insight into the 

customs, cultural values, and social issues which im-

pacted communities on local and state levels. Just hav-

ing a list of who was born from whom, does not do a 

family history justice. Newspapers give a family depth, 

as they may show if a person owned a business, was 

involved in local politics or a particular church or school 

and if you're lucky, like I was, you may even get a pic-

ture of that elusive family member. My use of newspa-

pers just recently started with a paid subscription to 

Newspaper.com, however I am now finding many more 

free sites with many different newspapers.   

In regard to genealogical research, newspapers 

can provide death notices/obituaries, births, marriages 

and other personal announcements as well as celebra-

tions, community involvement, social news and gossip, 

lodge and club news, employment ads, real estate 

transactions, legal notices, casualty lists, military news, 

criminal activity, and much more. Finding community 

news and the public attitude of a particular region can 

also be beneficial to your family research. Newspapers 

can be used to track neighborhood changes over time 

through coverage of business news and advertise-

ments, the buying and selling of property, residential 

development, and local events. Local newspapers of-

ten capture details of residentsô lives that may not be 

found in other genealogical records. Newspapers or 

closely related publications in the United States began 

shortly after the arrival of the first colonists in the 

1600s, but the first continuously published newspaper 

in British North America is considered to be the Boston 

News-Letter, first published on April 24, 1704. 

As noted, newspapers usually began before gov-

ernment birth, marriage, and death records were rec-

orded, in fact, newspapers published soon after the 

initial settlement of a locality. Newspapers can also 

serve as a substitute for civil records that may have 

been destroyed. Unlike most government records, 

newspaper articles are not limited to a form. Thus, 

newspapers may contain details not found in more 

structured records. Newspapers also report marriages, 

deaths or accomplishments of people who no longer 

live in the area but who still have friends or family 

there. Examples of what a newspaper might provide: 

¶ Birth announcements may contain the infant's 

name, birth date, and parents' names, as well as 

the religion of the family. 

¶ Wedding announcements may contain the wed-

ding date and place; the names of the bride, 

groom, bride's parents, and groom's parents; and 

the religion of the family. 

¶ Death notices and obituaries may contain the 

name and place of residence of close family and 

friends of the decedent, as well as the decedent's 

death date and place, birth date and place, and 

biographical information, such as occupation, mili-

tary service, religion, schools attended, parents' 

names, places of residence over time, and place of 

origin. 

¶ News stories, legal notices, local personal col-

umns and advertisements may contain nearly 

any information imaginable, including political or 

criminal activity, legal and domestic disputes, real 

estate transactions, business information, social 

contacts, military service, missing persons 

(including runaway slaves), or information about 

local disasters, epidemics, or other community 

milestones which affected the local population. 

Early local columns are more like local gossip but 

contain rich family information. 

A great on-line site to help you get started using 

newspapers for genealogy is The Ancestors Hunt, by  

Kenneth R Marks. (http://www.theancestorhunt.com/

newspaper-research-links.html).  Everything you 

need to get started is on his site, including tutorials. Mr. 

Marks even has a Facebook page.  You will be 

amazed at what you can find out about your family in 

the newspapers. 

 

Good Hunting!!  

Hunting for Family in Newspapers by Lynn Conley 
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What Line am I from?  

    Not sure what family line you are from?  Historian Judy 

will be happy to search through our electronic records to help 

you out. 

 

Mary Carpenter assisting (L-R) Joni Nodes, Nancy Spooner 

and Rich Nodes at the 2016 Reunion. 

Tell your Story 

Got an interesting family story to share?  Bring it with you just 

like Jeannette Lesinski did at the 2016 Reunion.  There are 

always tables available for members to set up displays. 

The majority of the Greatest Generation are now 

gone, only a few remain, it is crucial that we save their 

histories. Families should cherish their pictures, let-

ters, artifacts, and especially their stories. Your goal is 

to ensure that the history of your family is not lost, but 

preserved for research and future generations. As 

stated by Cicero, (106 BC-43 BC) the Roman philoso-

pher, politician, lawyer, orator, political theorist, consul, 

and constitutionalist, "History is the witness that testi-

fies to the passing of time; it illumines reality, vitalizes 

memory, provides guidance in daily life and brings us 

tidings of antiquity."  If you do not want to keep your 

ancestors treasures, many museums would love to 

have their histories. Two such museums are the Na-

tional WII Museum in New Orleans and for United 

States Coast Guard memorabilia the USCGC 

INGHAM Maritime Museum & National Historic 

Landmark in Key West, Florida. In fact, the US Cutter 

INGHAM, is an artifact from WWII which provides a 

unique interactive experience of getting up close to 

this historic time. The ship served in WWII providing 

Atlantic Convoys (31), in the Mediterranean and Pacif-

ic Theaters and was the last U.S. warship afloat today 

to have sunk a Nazi U-Boat (U-626). The INGHAM 

also served as the flagship when General MacArthur 

re-captured the Philippine Island of Corregidor in 

1945. In 1985, the ship was determined to be the most 

decorated ship in the United States Service as noted 

in a letter from President Ronald Regan. As you can 

see, going to these museums provides a totally differ-

ent experience than seeing a picture or reading book, 

it is the real history of our fathers and grandfathers.  

Your relatives  history could be a part of this expe-

rience, so before you throw away their pictures, letters 

or artifacts, think about making a donation.  Bill Verge, 

Executive Director of the USCGC INGHAM Museum 

will gladly preserve your Coast Guard treasures. US 

Coast Guard INGHAM (WHEC 35) Maritime Muse-

um & National Historic Landmark, National Memo-

rial to Guardsmen Killed in Action in World War II 

and Vietnam at PO Box 186, Key West, Florida, 

33041.  Other services should contact the NATIONAL 

WWII Museum at 945 Magazine St, New Orleans, LA 

70130.  

Make sure your ancestors "stuff" remains a 

"Treasure" by donating it to a Museum! 

 

Saving Family Histories is Now! by Lynn Conley 
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Bertha (a great-grandmother of this writer) was born 

in Iroquois County, Illinois on January 8, 1880.  She was 

the youngest of four children born to the marriage of 

David Apgar and Allie Pierce.  Both of her parents had 

previously been married, had at least one child, and 

became widowed at a young age.  It does not appear 

that Bertha's half siblings were a major part of her life 

when she was young.  Her half brother on her father's 

side was part of the household in the 1880 census, but 

he was 21 years older than Bertha.  Bertha's half sister 

on her mother's side was not listed as part of the Apgar 

household.  Bertha lived about the first 40 years of her 

life in or near Watseka, the county seat of Iroquois 

County, about 100 miles south of Chicago.  Not much is 

known about her life when she was young.  One thing I 

did hear is that young Bertha was told that as a farmer's 

daughter, she was expected to be a farmhand, and 

maybe later on marry another farmer and raise another 

generation of farmers.  Education for her was not en-

couraged.  I don't know how much formal education she 

actually received, such as whether or not she graduated 

from high school.  On the other hand, she did resist the 

idea that she should live her whole life on a farm.  Ber-

tha's father, David Apgar, came originally from New Jer-

sey and was identified as a farmer in the 1880 census.  

Her mother, Allie Pierce, lived her entire life in or near 

Watseka.  Allie's father, William Pierce, had come from 

Ohio in the 1830's and was one of the early settlers in 

the area.   

On May 22, 1901, Bertha married James Carey of 

Watseka.  There are two interesting (to me, at least) 

observations regarding the fact of this marriage.  First, 

James was older than Bertha by 19 years.  In a similar 

way, Bertha's mother was 17 years younger than her 

(Bertha's) father, so in this regard Bertha was just fol-

lowing a pattern set by her parents.  Second, James 

Carey was an attorney, not a farmer.  In this regard Ber-

tha was possibly rebelling against her parents' expecta-

tions that she was to remain on the farm.  Bertha and 

James had two children: Irene (born in 1902) and Wal-

ter (born in 1911).  Life seemed to be generally agreea-

ble until 1919, when James Carey suddenly died.   

Meanwhile, in the Chicago suburb of Wilmette, a 

widower named George L. Martin was finding it a chal-

lenge to raise his two children, and he placed ads in a 

few downstate newspapers for a housekeeper who 

could also help him with raising his children.  Bertha 

answered the ad and soon moved up to Wilmette with 

Irene and Walter.  George's two children, George and 

Mary, were similar in age to Irene and Walter.  Bertha 

and the elder George eventually got married.  Prior to 

their marriage, they had been an unmarried man and 

woman living in the same household.  Today, such an 

arrangement would hardly be a topic for gossip, but at 

that time, they must have felt a lot of pressure to make 

the arrangement look respectable, and it is commonly 

agreed in the family that the appearance of respectabil-

ity, rather than a truly romantic relationship, was the 

basis of their marriage.  George was born in 1861, the 

same year as James Carey, and was therefore also 19 

years her senior.  He died in 1930, making Bertha a 

widow for the second time when she was only 50 years 

old.  One byproduct of the living arrangement between 

George and Bertha was that George's son, George, 

married Bertha's daughter, Irene.  This makes the family 

picture look a little confusing.  From the standpoint of 

George and Irene's children (George, Fred, and Susan), 

their grandmother was married to both of their grandfa-

thers!  Note, however, that she was married to only one 

of them at a time.  

During the Great Depression of the 1930's, Bertha 

lived for awhile with George and Irene, but then she 

moved out to St. Charles, Illinois.  Her first husband, 

James Carey, had been politically connected down-

state, and as a favor in his memory, the now-twice wid-

owed Bertha was given a job as a housemother at a 

school for boys in St. Charles.  There is a letter from 

1934 addressed to "Mrs. Bertha Martin, St. Charles, 

Illinois [no street address on the letter].  The letter is on 

the letterhead of State of Illinois, Department of Public 

Welfare, Springfield.  More specifically, the letter is from 

Dorothy L. Kay, Assistant Director.  It appears that Mrs. 

Kay and Bertha knew each other personally and were 

friends on some level.  However, Ms. Kay was also ap-

parently writing to explain to Bertha why certain employ-

ees (friends of Bertha?) had to be fired or laid off.   

Bertha's daughter, Irene, indicated that her mother 

had some emotional difficulties.  Irene told me once, 

"When my mother could not get her way about some-

thing, she would yell out, 'Get me a knife!  I am ready to 

kill myself!'  Well, of course, I did not want her to kill her-

self, so I would always give into her tantrums.  Maybe 

that was not the right thing to do.  But she did that a lot.  

And I would give in, which I suppose just encouraged 

her to do more of the same.  One time, when your father 

(meaning Irene's son, George) was about 17, Grandma 

called out, 'Get me a knife!  I am going to kill myself!' 

Your dad said, 'Okay, come on, somebody get her the 

knife, if she really wants to kill herself.'  You know what?  

Grandma actually laughed when somebody finally 

Profile on Bertha Apgar (1880-1958) by George B. Martin, 6/12/2011 
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called her bluff.  But I also think that your dad thought 

he was living in a crazy household.  He soon afterward 

left home and joined the navy."   

Bertha was a valuable presence in the lives of her 

two younger Martin grandchildren, Fred (born 1938) 

and Susan (born 1944).  Irene and George had been 

good and attentive parents to their older son, George 

(born 1926), but they were unfortunately less attentive, 

and arguably less responsible, toward Fred and Su-

san.  Bertha was a part of that household with George 

and Irene and Fred and Susan.  The family lived at 

2325 Marcy Avenue in Evanston, Illinois.  Bertha was 

the only living grandparent that Fred and Susan had, 

and she gave them the unconditional love and emo-

tional support that did not come so easily from their 

own parents.  When Fred went off to college, Bertha 

wrote him far more frequently than George or Irene 

did.  This was despite the fact that her own health was 

failing.  In the last year or two of her life, which is the 

only part I can personally remember, she was sick 

most of the time with diabetes.  Her last days were 

spent at Evanston Hospital in August, 1958.  Her third 

great-grandchild was being born at the same hospital.  

The child, Robert Martin, was born on August 20.  Ber-

tha was aware that she was near the end, but she was 

pleased to learn of the baby's arrival.  I do not know 

whether she actually saw him or not.  She died on Au-

gust 25, 1958.  

4×Ï ÐÈÏÔÏÇÒÁÐÈÓ ÏÆ "ÅÒÔÈÁ !ÐÇÁÒȢ  4ÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÆÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÁËÅÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ρψωτȢ  4ÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ 
ɉÓÈÏ×Î ×ÉÔÈ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ )ÒÅÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÕÓÂÁÎÄ *ÁÍÅÓ #ÁÒÅÙɊ ×ÁÓ ÔÁËÅÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ρωπσȢ   

Share your Story 
Have a ancestorôs story you want to share?  Consider submitting it for publication in the newsletter, 
like George Martin did.  You can send your article to the Newsletter Committee Chair, once one is 
found, or to any of the associations Trustees. 
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46 attendees posed for the 

annual group photo for the 

42nd Apgar Family Reunion 

at Stanton Grange Hall, 

Lebanon, NJ 

Registration  Robert Apgar runs the Store  
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Family Style Lunch  

John C Apgar III, with younger 

attendees �³ John, Jacob and Jack 


